


A community resource to support
student attendance across Georgia




All children and their families All children feel safe and

have access to, and support nurtured, from the early years
for, healthy development, through the early grades, so
emotional well-being, and they can learn and grow — both
educational achievement. emotionally and academically.

All children experience
abundant, positive,
language-rich social
interactions with

All caregivers and
educators are equipped
with evidence-informed
caregivers, educators, skills to effectively
and peers. ACCESS POSITIVE engage all children

LEARNING through developmentally
' responsive practice.
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Attendance is key to student success.

When students miss school, they miss connections,
iNnstruction, and momentum. Even a few absences
can cause them to fall behind and struggle to catch
up. This toolkit is designed to assist partners across
Georgia to improve student attendance and help

pave the way to improved outcomes throughout
school and life.

You’ll Find:

» Effective practices by sector
« Shareable resources
 Related data and policies




Statewide, a 5 percent decrease in the
number of students absent more than
15 days would result in a 7.3 percent
increase in third-grade literacy.

I Atlanta Regional Commission
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1 MEANINGFULLY ENGAGE FAMILIES

through consistent outreach and clear communication

CREATE POSITIVE LEARNING CLIMATES

that foster a sense of belonging and connection

EJ/ PROVIDE PERSONALIZED SUPPORT

for students with healthcare needs

T REMOVE BARRIERS
il

to attendance (e.g., transportation, housing, food access)




N +

ATTENDANCE WORKS ALL IN FOR ATTENDANCE:
TOOLKITS CHRONIC ABSENCE REPORT



https://www.attendanceworks.org/resources/toolkits/
https://schoolhealth.jhu.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Chronic-Absence-Report_FINAL-2.pdf

For Parents +

..o.
Caregivers ¢
. : E
Key Actions: ATTENDANCE WORKS

* Set consistent routines and bedtime

schedules
» Communicate often with teachers

* Know your school’s attendance policies

0
* Ask for help if you’re facing barriers X o,
» Keep track of days missed and talk with
your child about why attendance matters
GEORGIA
PARENT MENTOR
PARTNERSHIP

For more tools and resources,
scan this code —



https://www.attendanceworks.org/resources/toolkits/bringing-attendance-home/
https://parentmentors.org

For Educators
+ School Leaders

8 J

LEAP HOME VISIT
MODEL

4 EVIDENCE-BASED
ATTENDANCE INTERVENTIONS

Key Actions:

« Examine attendance data early and often

to prevent absenteeism

 Foster student engagement through
developmentally responsive teaching
practices

* Pair students facing attendance challenges
with a caring adult

* Build strong school-family relationships

For more tools and resources,
scan this code —



https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/sde/chronic-absence/leap/the-leap-effect.pdf?rev=5ec05ace46fc4ffda8a3e26e5ade9b2a&hash=63994167BC2BEE14B1917023119603C1
https://go.panoramaed.com/hubfs/4%20Evidence%20Based%20Attendance%20Interventions.pdf

For Community
Partners

‘¢

ATTENDANCE
PLAYBOOK

‘¢

Key Actions:

» Offer mentoring and afterschool programs

* Host health fairs and parent workshops

* Help families navigate food, housing, and
mental health resources

» Promote attendance through local media

* Build trusted relationships through

wraparound staff and mentors

SCHOOLHOUSE
CONNECTION

For more tools and resources,
scan this code —



https://www.future-ed.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Attendance-Playbook.5.23.pdf
https://schoolhouseconnection.org/

For Healthcare
Providers

+

CARE
PLAYBOOK

~LEMNMORE
+

Key Actions:

* Provide early detection and care for vision,

hearing, nutrition, and chronic conditions

* Coordinate with schools to address health
barriers to learning and attendance

» Educate families on the link between health
and learning

» Expand access to address health and

mental health needs

ESE
TELEHEALTH

For more tools and resources,
scan this code —



https://americanhealth.care/sites/default/files/PDFs/CARE-PLAYBOOK.pdf
https://esetelehealth.com/

For Elected
Officials

Key Actions:

o

NLC MAYORS GUIDE
TO ATTENDANCE

* Convene Student Attendance and School
Climate Committees

* Champion policies that support school
attendance

e Support funding for wraparound and

housing services

SCHOOL CLIMATE
COMMITTEE RESOURCES

For more tools and resources,
scan this code — Y



https://awareness.attendanceworks.org/wp-content/uploads/NLC_AW_Student-Re-engagement-Fact-Sheet-1-1_1.pdf
https://gaappleseed.org/wp-content/uploads/Student-Attendance-and-Climate-Committees.pdf

SB123 (2025)
STUDENT ATTENDANCE AND
SCHOOL CLIMATE

Requires creation of Student
Attendance and School Climate
Committees for each county
Creates a framework for courts,
schools, law enforcement, public
health, and others to develop
partnerships to address student

attendance and school climate

HB740 (2018)

REDUCES PUBLIC PRESCHOOL - 3RD

GRADE SUSPENSIONS

Requires providing a multi-tiered
system of supports for public
preschool - 3rd grade students
prior to or in place of suspension
Promotes early detection of risk
factors to provide necessary

supports



https://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/70077
https://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/52184

GADOE ATTENDANCE
DASHBOARD



https://georgiainsights.gadoe.org/dashboards/attendance/

TIPS FOR USING THIS TOOLKIT

Shape family outreach and engagement strategies based on what the data shows

Use insights to build stronger partnerships with local organizations



mailto:ggr@gafcp.org

@ CONSTANT OPPORTUNITIES FOR SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL ENGAGEMENT

%’ CRITICAL BRAIN DEVELOPMENT & THE FOUNDATION FOR LANGUAGE & LITERACY

P READING
PROFICIENCY

‘e 11 SUMMER LEARNING

123 ENGAGING CLASSROOMS

Vs " -
el i -
hy ‘%. \
l | 6
s P

' ABC

ABC SCHOOLS READY TO SUPPORT STUDENTS

QUALITY CHILD CARE, HEALTH CARE, & NUTRITION

USE OF LANGUAGE FOR EMOTIONAL REGULATION

7
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CAMPAIGN FOR GRADE-LEVEL READING

getgeorgiareading.org

HGetGAReading



